Introduction
In an earlier paper [Christon et al., 1986] we derived an average latitudinal component of the cosmic ray gradient with respect to the hellospheric current sheet of G^=-0.22 --+ 0.03 %/deg during periods of restricted interplanetary conditions from 1981 to 1983. These results were in qualitative agreement with cosmic ray propagation models incorporating particle drifts. Since then, the general level of solar activity has decreased and the maximum latitudinal extent of the hellospheric current sheet has also decreased (e.g., Smith and Thomas [1986] ), leading to the possibility that a negative latitudinal gradient might be observed by the Voyagers under less restrictive interplanetary conditions. The first observational evidence for a persistent large-scale negative cosmic ray latitudinal gradient is presented in this letter and in a companion paper by McDonald and Lal [1986] . The radial and latitudinal separations of the observation points are -7 AU and -26 ø , respectively, and the negative latitudinal gradient has persisted for over one-half year (7 solar rotations). . Alternatively, a negative latitudinal gradient resulting in a flux inversion may indicate that drifts are important for particle transport at this time, since the observations can be modeled using a cosmic ray transport formalism including particle drifts (see e.g., Kota and Jokipii [1983] ).
In our previous paper we showed that measurements from two spacecraft, both encountering the current sheet at low to mid latitudes, will result in an average latitude gradient consistent with zero, even though a more selective analysis demonstrates that a negative latitudinal gradient is present. Average latitudinal gra- 
